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Understanding prophecy and this year #1

Hi all,
Being the first of a new year interest in what God is saying about 2015 is at the top of everyone's minds.
The Internet is abuzz with 'words from God' about everything from mystery planet Nibiru grazing the earth to
California falling into the ocean, to Israel going to war, to the US economy crashing, and so much more.

How is a Christian supposed to know what is real, what is marketing, what is the flesh, and finally, what God
is really saying to His people? Before I answer that last question about what He is really saying, some
ground rules to know His ways:

First thing: I AM
This is a lesson for anyone who has ever had the Lord show them something future for their lives or others,
and many lives have been ruined and hard lessons learned because they didn't under this principle. The
Lord is the I AM, meaning He is ever present.

Therefore when He reveals something to your spirit about anything, or someone gives you a prophetic word,
or you sense something future for another person, it feels like NOW. That is only because HE is NOW, the I
AM, the ever-present One. But it doesn't mean you are to do that thing now, throwing away common sense
and planning.

In Acts 26:13-18 Paul is telling his testimony to King Agrippa and quotes what the Lord told him the day
He appeared to him outside Damascus: "...I have appeared to you for this purpose...and you will be a
witness of things you have seen and things about which I will appear to you later...and to deliver you from
the people and from the Gentiles, unto whom I now send you..."

But it was at least 10 years before he went to the Gentiles
He spent 3 years in Arabia receiving revelation, and THEN went to see Peter. Luke compresses Acts 9 for
the sake of his readers, but Paul tells us 3 years passed before he met Peter and the apostles. And it was
about 7 more years after that before he started ministering to the Gentiles. (Galatians 1:13-18, Acts 9:22-28,
13:46-48; Acts 9 was about 35AD, Acts 13:46 about 45AD)

I know of someone who went to Hong Kong because God had told her He was calling her there, and against
everyone's counsel she went with no money, no financial support, and ended up calling the church begging
for a plane ticket home 2 months later.

Was she called? Perhaps, but she should have let it develop with the understanding that it was the I AM
who told her that, the ever present One. But He didn't mean she had to go right then, He didn't expect nor
want her to throw away common sense. It was her responsibility to provide support for herself, and He
would have helped her, but she was presumptuous and acted immediately and suffered as a result.

We don't try to make things come to pass, we don't try to help God because we think we've figured
out how it will happen, we are to use common sense and allow Him to guide our steps.

I've known people to quit good paying jobs because God spoke to them He had another position for them
that would be a promotion, or He said they were called to ministry - and it felt like NOW - so they quit their
job and languished in confusion and financial distress wondering what God was doing to them - THEY were
100% at fault because they over-spiritualized what He said to the point they laid down common sense.

So when someone has a prophecy for you, or they say it is for the world or nation, understand it feels like
RIGHT NOW, immediate, imminent. Remember, to the Lord 'soon' is often years or decades to us. In the
OT He was warning Israel of their destruction 150 years before it actually happened, but it felt like 'now'.

Second thing: Prophecy is linear
What I mean is that in Ephesians 3:3-6 Paul talks about how the mystery that was kept secret from the
foundations of the world but is now revealed to the apostles and prophets, that Gentiles would be fellow-
heirs of the covenant. Can you imagine? Paul says Gentiles getting saved was a mystery not revealed until
Pentecost!

This mystery is mentioned several times, Romans 16:25-26, Colossians 1:26-27 among them. One of my
favorite verses, "Christ in you, the hope of glory" is in context talking about Gentiles having Christ in them,
which Paul says, is a revelation of the mystery once kept secret from ages and generations.



That means all prophecy in the Old Testament appears to go in a straight line with nothing about the
church in between - it is linear. For instance, Ezekiel 36 and 37 prophesy Israel becoming a nation again,
then chapters 38 & 39 tell of a world war with Israel and allies fighting against the future nation Russia
and allies, and then immediately into chapter 40 seeing the Millennial Temple and Messiah ruling the earth.

Somewhere in there is about 2,000 years of Gentiles getting saved, but Ezekiel hadn't had that revealed to
him, so what the Lord tells him is in a straight line with no clue about events in between verses, sometimes
whole centuries between verses.

Another example
Jesus' first message is in Luke 4:18-23. He quoted Isaiah 61:1-2 stopping mid-sentence: "...and to preach
the acceptable year of the Lord." and He sat down and said "...this day this passage is fulfilled."

But if you read Isaiah 61:1-2 you find He stopped mid-sentence: "...to preach the acceptable year of the
Lord and the day of vengeance of our God, and to comfort those who mourn (after the day of
vengeance)." Why did Jesus stop mid-sentence to say He was fulfilling the acceptable year of the Lord, but
did not finish the rest of the sentence about the day of vengeance of our God?

He stopped because He could not reveal that in between the acceptable year of the Lord and the day of
vengeance of our God, was a 2,000 year period inserted for the Gentiles to become part of the covenant. It
was still a mystery kept in the Father's own knowledge until Pentecost.

So for that reason Jesus stopped mid-sentence. Now think - for centuries pious Jews had debated Isaiah
61:1-2 about this single day, the day of the acceptable year of the Lord and the day of vengeance of our
God. Teachings were made, 'revelation' about that verse circulated - and it was all done with a degree of
error because the Father had not revealed a 2,000 year gap mid-sentence. They drew conclusions based
on partial information. Hold that thought...

Let me tie it all together thus far...
In the same way the Father kept secret from mankind that He would open up His covenant with Israel to all
nations, to whomever will respond in faith, so too has He kept within His knowledge the time of the Rapture
and the 2nd coming of Christ - Jesus told us plainly no man knows the hour nor day, not the angels, not
even Him, but the Father only. And while the Rapture is foretold in the Feast of Trumpets, the 5th festival of
Israel and first of the fall festivals, it doesn't say when that event will happen. (Matthew 24:36, Acts 1:7)

That means prophecy we hear about in our day about the end times is also linear - He skips right over the
rapture and 2nd coming because it is not revealed to mankind the timing of these events.

As a result, many teachers find themselves today, like the Rabbi's of long ago debating Isaiah 61 - they
draw conclusions and get people all worked up about things kept secret within the Father's knowledge, not
having a clue there are gaps in prophecy because the Father is keeping those things to Himself. Teachers
who draw conclusions about the timing of such things are equal in error to the Rabbi's from Isaiah to Jesus,
because they too have partial information and should not be drawing conclusions nor making assumptions.

Stay away from end times preachers who draw conclusions as to timing, because they do so based on
partial information. Remember, to the I AM, all things are imminent. But the unwise in the ways of the Father
jump to conclusions that cause worry, fear, and confusion. James says confusion is man's/world's wisdom,
God's wisdom is pure and peaceful. Stay with peace.

So California might fall into the ocean. And maybe Yellowstone National Park may explode and wipe out
most of the US, and maybe St. Louis and Memphis will have a massive earthquake, but prophecy is linear -
that could happen in the Tribulation, it could happen at the 2nd coming. It could happen at the end of the
Millennial age when the earth is remade by fire - we just don't know.

Whether the Lord tells you something for your own life, or for the life of another, or a prophetic word or
dream for your nation, realize even a revelation of horrible events if given by Him, is wrapped in peace. And
it may feel like NOW, but realize He is I AM so that is normal. Use wisdom, stay in peace, and more next
week...until then, blessings!

John Fenn
www.cwowi.org and email me at cwowi@aol.com
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Understanding prophecy and this year #2

Hi all,
I'm sharing about how to understand modern prophecy, sharing last week how the Lord is the I AM, the
ever-present One, which means when He tells us something it feels like NOW and imminent. That is
because in His realm of being ever-present, it is NOW, so when He speaks to us it feels like it will happen
immediately.

And I shared how prophecy is linear. When things are held within the Father's knowledge and not revealed
to mankind, prophecy skips over whatever is not revealed, and we have no idea where those mysteries fit.

Next - a prophecy doesn't have to happen to have been real
One of the guidelines in ancient Israel of a prophecy being from the Lord is that whatever was prophesied
did indeed happen as foretold, but that is not the only guideline.

Moses - In Exodus 3:16-17 the Lord told Moses at the burning bush to return to Egypt, gather the elders
and tell them He will take them to the Promised Land, "...to a land flowing with milk and honey."

That was spoken directly by the Lord to Moses, and then to the elders of Israel and then to the people - and
it never happened. Everyone who heard that prophecy died in the wilderness, never reaching the land the
Lord promised. (Only Joshua and Caleb saw the word fulfilled.)

Jonah - In Jonah 3:40 Jonah prophesies that Nineveh will be destroyed in 40 days, but you know the story.
They repented and when the Lord saw their repentance, He changed His mind, which made Jonah angry.

Isaiah - In Isaiah 38:1 King Hezekiah is sick and Isaiah prophesies to him: "This is what the Lord says; Set
your house in order for you will die." But the king turns his face to the wall and pleads his case to live, and
by verse 5 the Lord changes His mind and tells Isaiah to tell him He will add 15 years to his life.

(In an ironic twist, II Kings 21:1 tells us Hezekiah's son Manasseh was 12 years old when he became king
of Judah at Hezekiah's death, meaning he was born in the last 15 years of Hezekiah's life. Though he
repented at the end of his *life, he was an evil king and had Isaiah sawn in half*, meaning the one who
prophesied his father's extension of life so Manasseh could even be born, became the victim of that word.
Such is life in the Lord folks, those we are sent to often are at the least ungrateful and sometimes even see
us as enemies though they are the recipients of God's grace through us.) *II Chronicles 33:11-19, *Hebrews
11: 37

Were these prophecies from the Lord? Yes. But notice why they never came to pass - because of how the
people reacted to those words. In the first case, the people failed to see the promises given to them
because they left following the Lord. In the other 2 cases people repented when they heard the words to
them.

And add this to the mix...
In Acts 27:10 Paul is a prisoner about to board a ship on its way to Rome. He perceives in his spirit that if
they set sail they will lose the ship, the cargo, and their lives, and he tells them not to set sail. They ignore
him and indeed a horrible storm hits the ship, and just when all hope is gone...

Paul tells them in verses 22-31 that an angel stood by him in the night and told him though they would lose
the ship and cargo as revealed, but the Father had spared the lives of all 276 aboard. This means that what
Paul originally perceived about losing their lves was actually a revelation from the Father of what the devil
had planned for them, and by the Father's intervention that plan was stopped.

For modern words from the Lord
On a personal level, many well meaning Christians have had an experience like Paul's, where the Father
revealed something to them the devil had planned, and then they go tell someone 'God told me' (Inaccurate;
They just perceived something in their spirit). Then it doesn't happen and they wonder if they heard wrong.

Many believers aren't experienced enough in the ways of the Father to know when it is the Holy Spirit trying
to show them a plan of the enemy, or if it is the enemy himself trying to scare them. Because what they
perceive is a negative, they think it must be from the devil, and they rebuke the Holy Spirit - not realizing it is
the Father trying to reveal the enemy's plan and is trying to get them to ask Him to intervene.

Modern day prophecy and world events



When I hear some of the prophecies of world events being published today, I recognize some of the people
making these things known to the public are actually sharing information the Father gave for the purpose of
asking Him to intervene that those events NOT come to pass, but neither they nor their hearers understand.

The first job of anyone who receives a word about a future event is to pray. They are to determine if that
event is set in stone and cannot be changed, or if it will happen but can be altered in how it happens, or if it
can be stopped altogether.

For example...
In Matthew 24:15 Jesus confirms something Daniel* prophesied about, the man identified as anti-Christ will
enter into a temple in Jerusalem at the half way mark of a 7 year peace treaty, and turn against Israel.
Jesus said that when people see that they are to get out of Jerusalem and head for the hills in the
wilderness. In verse 20 He says: "And pray that your journey does not happen in winter, nor on the
Sabbath..." *Dan 9:27

Notice that event, anti-Christ coming into the temple, is set in stone - it will happen! But Jesus said to pray
that event doesn't happen in winter nor on a Sabbath day - prayer can be made to change the season of the
year to a favorable one for travel, and changed to a day other than the Sabbath, when there are travel
restrictions in Israel.

Summary
Thus far I've shared how the Lord is the I AM, so everything He reveals or speaks to us feels like it will
happen immediately. I've shared how when things are held within the Father's knowledge, prophecy will skip
over what is hidden, making things appear to us to be all in one unbroken line of events prophesied, when in
fact there can be years or events inserted by Him along the way.

I've shared how a prophecy might be of God but never happen because of how people react to the word.
Both a hardness of heart and repentance might mean the Lord changes His mind and that which was
foretold might never happen.

We've seen how oftentimes the plan of the enemy is revealed to people because the Father wants to
intervene and will if asked, but some don't understand and cause fear in the body of Christ by sharing these
events, saying these things will definitely happen.

And we've seen how things that definitely will happen can be altered as to the timing just by prayer.

What is a believer to do? Whom to believe?
How do we know if what we hear or someone else says they heard or saw is from God? How do we know if
it is set in stone, or if can be changed? Is it a revelation from the Father of what the devil has planned?

That is next week - how to know whether something prophesied is from God, and then what kind of
revelation is it? Until then, blessings,
John Fenn
www.cwowi.org and email me directly at cwowi@aol.com
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Understanding prophecy and this year #3

Hi all,
I've been talking about prophecy given in our day about world events that may happen in the coming
months and years. The question is: How do we react when a well known speaker says God showed
him California is going to fall into the ocean, with the Mexican peninsula of Baja becoming an island and the
ocean filling California's central valley? (For instance)

What are we to react to prophecies that speak of a soon coming collapse of the US and world economy,
riots, and lawlessness? Are we to store up food and water? How do we get God's wisdom on these
matters?

The Holy Spirit and your spirit
Jesus said, "When He the Spirit of truth has come, He will guide you into all truth because He will not speak
of Himself, but whatever He hears He will speak to you, and He will show you things to come." John 16:13



Paul confirms this in I Corinthians 2:9-12 saying that "Eye has not seen nor ear heard the things that God
(Father) has prepared for those who love Him. But He reveals these things by His Spirit, for the Spirit
searches all things, yes, the deep things of the Father God...even so the things of God no man knows, but
the Spirit of God only...and we have received the Holy Spirit so that we might know the things that are freely
given to us by God the Father."

This is important because...
Jesus said the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth. That means if you are praying for a Mercedes, but the Father
has given you a Volkswagen, the Holy Spirit is going to share that a VW has been provided. He will tell the
exact truth as the Father declares it.

If a preacher says something that is all the rage and everyone around you says 'Yea and Amen', but in your
spirit there is a grievance that what the preacher said is wrong, He is telling the truth no matter who the
preacher is. If you say something you shouldn't and you feel grieved inside but your head hasn't a clue what
you said wrong, the Spirit of Truth He is letting you know what you said was wrong (and if you spend time
asking the Father what it was He will reveal it to you).

And if you have peace in your spirit about making a decision that takes you in a certain direction, but your
head is full of questions, the peace is the Father's communication to you by His Spirit that it is indeed the
direction you are to go and heaven has determined peace for you.

Following peace
Walking in faith often involves following that peace even when the mind and emotions are swirling and
seeking details. If there is peace in your spirit then you need to control your thoughts and emotions and
focus them on that inner peace.

The giving of peace to your spirit is the Holy Spirit reporting to you exactly what the Father has prepared for
you, and that peace is the Father's opinion on the issue at hand - if there is peace, be at peace.

That means when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, a collapsing economy and horrible things coming to
the nations of the earth, and you wonder what is going to happen to you, immediately switch your attention
to focus on what is in your spirit. Do you sense peace, or is there something that bears witness and says it
applies to you?

Wisdom from God feels like...
"The wisdom that comes from God is like this: First, it is pure. It is also peaceful, gentle, and easy to
please." (James 3:17, ERV)

God's wisdom is pure and peaceful and gentle. So when you have a revelation of something bad about to
happen, what does it feel like? I've found that even if a revelation from the Father is of something bad, that
revelation is wrapped in His peace. That peace as I said above, is the Holy Spirit saying He has received
from the Father and Lord that all will be okay, provided for, and grace given. If He puts peace in your spirit it
is heaven's word to you saying the Father has it covered!

The wisdom from the earth feels like...
"This wisdom is not from above, but is earthly, devilish, sensual (sense oriented, not of God's spirit
oriented). For where envy and strife is there is confusion and every evil work." (James 3: 15-16, KJV)

Notice the attributes of earthly wisdom - sense oriented (fear, panic, emotional,) confusion, strife. Wisdom
from the world makes a person panic. It makes them think they must act immediately or all will be lost.
Wisdom from the world causes strife, confusion, and opens the doors to other sins. It lacks peace and
instead stirs fear.

The way it plays out...
Following peace often feels like stepping through a door that is slightly cracked - you peer inside, see all is
fine, so step more inside. Peace is like that - you sense peace, so you follow it until there is a 'hold' in your
spirit...usually that means there is something to do in the natural, or you are waiting for something to happen
in the natural...and then that peace wells up in your spirit again and you take a few more steps forward.

Let us say a believer has been reading on the Internet the latest horror someone says will soon come upon
the earth that they dreamed or saw in a vision. Or perhaps someone has been studying world economics
and can see that changes are happening that align with some of the true words from God people have been
sharing, and they wonder what if anything they are to do.



What to do?!?

Good principle
The guidelines for giving to others in the New Testament provide wisdom for knowing what if anything we
should do for our own future needs. In II Corinthians 8:12-13 Paul is talking about the Corinthian's giving an
offering to the disciples in Jerusalem. His guideline for giving is this:

"...if you are willing, it is accepted according to what a person has, not according to what they don't have.
For I don't want you to ease their burden while creating a burden for yourselves. But now at the time of your
abundance you can help them, and when they are in abundance and you in need, they can help you, so
there is an equality."

It is accepted according to what you have...I receive emails pretty regularly from people asking if they
should store up 1-3 year's of food, and in the next breath state they don't have extra money to do that all at
once. My response is this - if you feel you should do this, then do so according to what you have, not
charging it, not going into debt, but here a little and there a little, so as to not create a burden.

Again, go to your spirit - do you sense peace even though you have confusion and fear in your mind? Then
go with the peace and discipline your thoughts and emotions to be obedient to that peace - when Jesus
needed to feed a crowd of 5,000 men plus women and children, all they gave him to start with was a boy's
lunch. But Jesus said, "It is enough." If you are in peace, then heaven is saying to you, "It is enough."

It also helps to retrace in your mind all the things He has brought you through, every bit of faithfulness,
every provision, every grace through the years. Holding that history in your thoughts helps bring assurance
He will also be there in your future. One of my favorite quotes from Corrie ten Boom is this: "It is never
wrong to trust an unknown future to a known God."

The promises of the Bible are real and true and not dependent on economies, governments, or money.
When confronted with lack, ask the Father: "II Peter 1:3-4 says all things that pertain to life and godliness
have been provided, so please reveal your provision Father!", and watch Him provide. Use common sense,
stay in peace! New subject next week, until then, blessings,

John Fenn
www.cwowi.org and email me at cwowi@aol.com


