Living in the realm of miracles #1

Hi all,

A miracle is defined as 'a surprising and welcome event that is not explainable by natural or scientific
laws, and is therefore considered to be the work of a divine agency.' To us, a miracle means God
came through once again. But wouldn't it be nice to live in the realm of miracles rather than
experiencing roller coast highs only to be followed by roller coaster lows?

What if we lived from miracle to miracle in such rapid succession that it became a way of life for us?

Authority, power

The Greek word for 'miracle’ is 'dunamis’, which means 'power'. It is where the word 'dynamite’ comes
from, and differs from "authority’ which is 'exousia’. We can explain the difference by saying a police
officer functions in the authority of the law, and their gun is the power to enforce their authority.

We have the authority (exousia) to use the the power (dunamis) of the name of Jesus. But unless the
Father first moves by His Spirit in authority into a situation there will be no power given you when you
use that Name. In other words, you can say 'in the name of Jesus' until you are blue in the face, but
unless the Father has first moved in authority into that situation, nothing will happen. Both authority
and power must be present.

In Acts 19: 13-17 we are told of 7 Jewish non-believers tried to cast out a demon using the name of
Jesus. The spirit answered them saying: "Jesus | know. And Paul | know. But who are you?" and the
spirit in the man made him attack them and all 7 left the home bloodied and naked, the fight was so
intense. They did not have the authority to use the name of Jesus, so they had no power.

No anointing (manifest presence) of God for that

When | was at the death bed of a good friend, upon his last breath, his wife started yelling at him and
shouting 'in the name of Jesus live!’, to no avalil. | told her: " , there is no anointing to raise him,
we need to let him go."

She had the authority as a child of God to use the name, but the Holy Spirit who brings the power, was
not with her in her desire to see her husband raised from the dead. In the Spirit it was just blank -
nothing. No Presence at all for that. So the name of Jesus was powerless in that situation.

In Luke 5: 17 we are told as Jesus was teaching that; "...the power (dunamis) of the Lord was there to
heal them." Power and the person of Jesus who could then command healing.

Getting HIs mind on the matter

When | was in Mexico for a short term missions trip in Saltillo, we had 2 women come to the house
one night asking if | would come the next morning to their village to pray for a little girl named Fedra,
who was born deaf and unable to speak. | asked for a few moments to pray about it before | made a
final decision - | was nervous about their expectations for a miracle.

| sat on the other side of the room while the women spoke (in Spanish) to the missionary, and | quickly
told the Father: "Father, I'm not going to lay hands on that girl unless you are going to heal her. The
only way I'll agree is if you tell me you're going to heal her." Immediately He said, "I will heal her. Go
with confidence."

Then | continued: "But I've never done this before, what should | do?" But it was the Lord who spoke
back: "Study the examples in the gospels where | healed the deaf, dumb,* or deaf and dumb*." And
that was that, end of conversation. | got up and told the missionary | would go. That night | studied the
very few examples of Jesus encountering deaf people, and/or people who couldn't talk (one was a
blind man). In most cases a demon was involved and He cast it out. But in one it was a simple
healing” and he put his fingers in the man's ears and commanded them to be opened. (*"Mark 7: 32-
35, *9: 17-25, Matthew 9: 32-33, 12:22, Luke 11: 14)

| didn't have discernment to know if a demon was involved with Fedra, but | always followed the ‘when
in doubt, cast it out' guideline, lol, so | thought I'd cover every possibility. When we arrived, the girl's
parents set her down in a chair, with they and their extended family stood behind and on either side of
Fedra, about 10 in all. We were 11 from the US standing facing them. And one very scared 7 year old
deaf girl staring at us all, who could not utter a voice.



| asked the missionary to explain in Spanish to her parents what | was going to do. Then | stepped
forward, put my fingers in her ears, took authority over a deaf and dumb spirit in the name of Jesus,
and then commanded her to be healed in the name of Jesus - still not knowing if a demon was
involved...and removed my fingers. At first Fedra continued to just stare at us, but an experienced
nurse with us observed a change - her eyes hesitantly followed who was speaking.

The nurse examined her and said she was sure she could hear, but thought she was scared, never
having heard voices before. Her parents looked her in the eye and spoke to her gently: 'Fedra’.
Suddenly like a thunder clap it all made sense to her - she leaped up and her family began talking to
her and hugging her and great joy erupted in the home. She leaped into my arms and we walked
outside, where just outside the doorway she immediately looked straight up into the overhanging tree,
for she heard a bird chirping. Someone told her in Spanish "pajaro” (bird). Immediately she
understood, and started pointing to the tree, then being told in Spanish what it was, then she would
point to a flower, and so on, as she absorbed all this new knowledge like a dry sponge soaking in the
rain.

She started talking what must have been a sort of garbled Spanish as she mimicked the sounds of
words, trying to make her lips and tongue form words for the first time in her life.

The village kids surrounded us and were grabbing at her, so | put her down in their midst as they
hugged and were shouting with squeals of joy in a wonderful confused jumble of children. Suddenly
one child behind her called out 'Fedra’, and she immediately turned and pointed right at him. Then it
became a game, with the children surrounding her, pressing in on her, taking turns calling her name
as she spun around to point to whoever said her name.

Then her gaze caught an old mini-van in the dusty circular courtyard of the village. She pushed the
kids aside like someone trying to walk through tall grass pushing the brush to the side, and once clear
ran to the van. | followed as did the others a bit behind the children, and she began pounding on the
driver's side door with her open hand...she was saying something but it didn't make sense to me, but it
became clear she wanted to door opened for her. .

So | did, and she climbed quickly into the driver's seat and started pounding forcefully on the horn. As
it sounded that first time she jumped sky high, first startled and pausing fearing what she may have
done, then giggling like a child on Christmas morning.

We immediately understood: All her life she had seen cars drive into the square with the drivers
pounding on what seemed to her to be just the steering wheel; seeing the reaction of people to that
pounding, but not knowing why. Now she knew why! She honked the horn for a couple of minutes,
jumping and squealing with each honk, until she had enough. Then she got out and led the gaggle of
kids off somewhere else in the village, all following her with continued squeals and shouting. Her
parents just stood by in tears taking it all in. That was a good day.

All of that to say this: The Father had to be there for there to be power released when | spoke the
name of Jesus. Otherwise, nothing would have happened.

What we want to do therefore, is live in a realm of fellowship and communion with the Father, that
given any situation, anything that surprises us, we can know His mind in those situations because
we've already been walking with Him. THEN we can speak the Name and a miracle happens.

And by miracle I'm not talking specifically about healings, that too, but also about provision for our
lives, and answers to decisions we must make and need wisdom for, about situations and favor and
blessing financially and favor with people - we need to know where He is going, and then we can
speak that name above all names. Then a miracle happens.

We want to live in the realm of miracles, not in a roller coaster existence of ups and downs, never
knowing what He wants, where He will provide. More next week, until then, blessings,

John Fenn

www.cwowi.org and email me at cwowi@aol.com

Living in the realm of miracles, #2: What crucify the flesh really means
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Hi all,
Even as a teenager new in the Lord, | witnessed a Christian culture of living miracle to miracle rather
than living in the realm of miracles.

Many of my peers seemed unable to simply walk in communion with the Father; their spiritual life
revolved around the last miracle He did and the next miracle they needed. In between, they were in a
wilderness, a valley, living for the next miracle. They didn't know Him as much as they knew what He
did for them.

Come up to my ways and thoughts: Isaiah 55: 7-9

"Let the wicked forsake his ways, and the unrighteous man his thoughts. Let him return to the Lord
and He will have mercy on him. And to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are
not your thoughts says the Lord, nor are your ways my ways. For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts."

Many a sermon and many a Bible teacher have used these words to beat the congregation into
condemnation, proclaiming how God's ways and thoughts are higher than ours, and therefore beyond
knowing. But look closer: It is actually an invitation to forsake, or leave, our ways and thoughts and
return to Him and His ways and thoughts. It is an invitation to live in the realm of His ways and
thoughts. It is not a statement proclaiming how high and unreachable He is.

New Testament realities

The Isaiah 55 passage above highlights the difference between Old Testament thinking and New
Testament thinking. If a person has a difficult time seeing the invitation to come up to the Lord's
thoughts and ways in that passage, it is an indicator just how steeped their mind is in Old Testament
thinking. We are to forsake our ways and thoughts and return to the Lord. That is actually NT thinking.
Here is New Testament truth, so we must adjust our thinking to this:

Colossians 1: 26-27 says we have 'Christ in you'.

| Corinthians 2: 10-16 tells us we have the mind of Christ, and the Holy Spirit searching the Father on
our behalf.

Il Corinthians 5: 17 tells us all old things are gone, and all things are new in Christ, for we are a new
creation in Him.

Galatians 5: 17-25 tells us we can leave the works of the flesh and walk in the fruit of the spirit (Spirit) -
which are His ways and thoughts.

We don't have the mind of Jesus- Jesus the Man has His own mind. We have the mind of Christ. God.
In us. Unlimited, able to share with us His wisdom and His will in any situation.

Romans 10: 6-10 tells us New Testament thinking isn't that we need go up to heaven to see Jesus to

bring Him down to our situation so He can give us 'a word'. Nor does New Testament thinking say we

need to go down to hell or to see Jesus raised again from the dead in some glorious spiritual vision so
we can start over.

No, New Testament thinking says if you believe in your heart Jesus was raised from the dead, and
confess Him as Lord with your mouth, you will be saved. Christ is now in you. Nothing more can be
done. Nothing better could the Father do for you - He gave His Son, you now have Christ in you. That
tops all.

You have Christ in you - how can you improve on that? How can you add to what Jesus did for you?

Can you add to that?

A key to walking in the realm of miracles is to know, really know so that it is deep in you, that you
cannot do anything to enhance or improve upon Christ in you. Nor can you take away from the fact
your spirit has already been recreated by the Holy Spirit, you are a citizen of heaven, child of the King,
and you have Christ in you.

Throughout Paul's letters he told people like he did in Colossians 2:16-23, that Christ is everything:
"Therefore let no one judge you in respect to food, drink, sabbath days, feasts...and don't let anyone

trick you concerning visions they say they've had causing them to worship angels or an experience
they claim, having made them arrogant. They don't hold onto the Head of the body of Christ, from



whom we gain spiritual nourishment and direction. So why do you follow men's teachings of 'touch not,
taste not, handle not', which are all going to perish. These things are just the teachings of men."

What taking up the cross really means

In Matthew 16: 16-27 Peter makes the exclamation based on revelation from the Father: "You are the
Christ. The Son of the Living God!" Verse 21 tells us (now that they knew Who He really was) Jesus
began to share with them He had to be crucified and die, to which Peter vehemently objected.

Jesus said to His friend in v23: "You get behind me Satan! (In the Greek): "A stumbling block you are
to me! For your thoughts are not the thoughts of God, but of men."

The Greek word translated 'stumbling block' is 'skandalon' which was literally a noose or snare used to
trap an animal. Jesus was saying Peter's thoughts were a snare, a trap, to get Him off the plan of the
Father.

To that Jesus replied: "If anyone wants to follow me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and
follow Me..."

The 'deny himself and take up the cross' is therefore denying our thoughts and plans for our lives in
favor of thinking God's thoughts and plans for our lives. That often hurts. That pattern of giving up our
thoughts and plans in favor of His thoughts and plans, trickles down to things we'd like to say and think
towards others, especially thought who hurt us or do us wrong.

His thoughts seem more tortuous, to keep our mouths shut when accused, or to reply without similarly
accusing though we have been accused - that's torture. But it is the daily crucifying of our thoughts of
what we'd like to say to someone that is the denying of self Jesus is talking about here. Kill your
thoughts and say a prayer for them instead. Bless them, do good to them - that kills the flesh - but it is
His way. His thoughts. Come up to them.

Living in the realm of miracles first means willing to give up our ways and thoughts in favor of taking
His ways and thoughts - about a person, about a situation, about things we'd like to say or do to a
person. His way is not a truce with old carnal ways of dealing with people, or even setting up a mental
‘demilitarized zone' you don't cross in your mind,; it is an annihilation of the old ways and thoughts of
how we dealt with people in the past. By using crucifixion as an example rather than say, a swift
beheading of the thought, Jesus understood the torture involved before those old ways and thoughts
actually die. It is a gradual process, but a needed one if we want to walk in the realm of miracles...

Living in the realm of miracles next week, until then...blessings,
John Fenn
www.cwowi.org and email me at cwowi@aol.com

Living in the realm of miracles #3, Making the jump

Hi all,
The single biggest factor in my life causing me to live in the realm of miracles was the revelation of Il
Peter 1: 3-4:

"His divine power has given us everything required for life and godliness through the knowledge of
Him who called us to (by) His own glory and goodness."

That verse says everything required for life (hatural supply) and godliness (ability to grow in character
in Christ) has already been provided for us. That means there is nothing | will encounter in this life that
is not already provided for. It also means no matter the emotional, moral, or spiritual challenge | will
ever encounter, growth in Christ has been provided.

This revelation came at a time when we were living paycheck to paycheck; when we would tear apart
the car looking for coins just to be able to treat the boys to something from McDonalds, when the
electric bill deadline loomed before us with no money to pay it.

| so desperately wanted to change life from living miracle to miracle with a deep valley in between, to
living in a realm of constant supply, where miraculous timing was a way of life. That verse sunk deep
in me one day and | realized anything | would experience in life though it might catch me by surprise,
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could never catch Him by surprise. That meant there was provision He had already thought of and
provided before the world began. | just had to get peace, stay in peace, do what | needed to do in the
natural, and let Him work out the rest.

The 2nd factor
Coupled with realizing everything | needed for life and living for God has been provided, was Hebrews
10: 32:

"Remember the earlier days when, after you had been enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with
sufferings."
In the King James Version is says 'Call to remembrance the former days...'

This verse is telling me to remember God's faithfulness in days gone by. Bring to mind the earlier days
and how hard those days were, but how He always came through, how He always provided even if it
was at the last minute. It was telling me to build up in my memories all the times | faced crisis, and the
provision had come.

These two verses changed my life, causing me to go from miracle to valley to miracle, to just living in

the realm where miracles are every day. Where | see a divine timing to my steps everyday. This is an
existence when the Father's timing is looked for, expected, anticipated with excitement to see how He
will reveal His provision.

| still don't have a big bank account. | still have to look day to day for our living, for it is based on the
good graces other people show the Lord then to us in appreciation of what | teach or write or share.
But | am at peace, knowing the Father has such a long track record of coming through for us that it
does no good to be in fear and worry. | just do what | need to do in the natural, go about my business,
and He supplies - both in the natural and in godliness.

Case in point

Money was tight and we needed to sell our last 5 cows. | had to rent a stock trailer to pull behind our
pick up truck, but was able to get all 5 loaded. Chris has always been my 'helper' so | lifted him into the
truck and decided he wouldn't be getting out, so did not put his wheelchair in the back of the truck,
though it was about an 80 (129km) mile round trip.

We got 10 miles (16km) into the 40 mile (64km) journey to the stock sale when the truck quit just as |
accelerated from a stop light on the 4 lane highway. Coasting to a stop on the side of the highway,
feeling panicked on the one hand that | had not brought Chris' wheelchair, had no other vehicle with a
hitch to be able to pull a trailer load of cattle so was wondering what | was going to do, and not sure |
had the money to fix whatever was wrong with the truck - panic, kicking myself, angry at myself and
the whole situation - | calmed myself, gathered my thoughts, and said:

"Father. Il Peter 1: 3-4 says everything that pertains to life and godliness has been provided, so | need
you to reveal your provision! Where is your provision Father!? Reveal your provision and | thank you
for doing that!"

Just then a pick up truck heading the opposite direction, drove across the grass median between the
lanes of traffic, did a U turn and stopped by us. A young man got out, asked if we needed help, and as
| explained the situation he said, "I'll take you and your cows to the sale.”

With that we unhitched the trailer, pushed my truck out of the way, both of us carried Chris to his front
seat, hooked the trailer to his truck, and he drove us the remaining 30 miles (48km) to the sale. We
off-loaded the cows, had them weighed and | received a check for them, then he took us to a truck
wash because as | explained to him, | had to return the trailer clean to the place | had rented it from -
and 5 cows in a trailer are not 'potty trained' to that trailer.

He allowed all that, brought us back to the truck where | was able to then call home and our middle
son, Jason, was able to come and take Chris and | back home. The man refused any money for his
good deed - He was used as the Father's provision, yet from the way he talked and his lack of interest
in my faith that | shared, he didn't seem to be born again.

What the angel said



| recalled an earlier experience years earlier with the Lord and 'my' angel when | had the opportunity to
ask the angel; "Why does the Father use the unsaved so often to bless His children?" The angel
looked at me with a shocked expression, as if should have known the answer; "That they not come
empty handed before the King!"

Looking back, | realized again the Father's goodness, that even if a person never makes it to heaven,
they will have often been used by the Father that they might have something good to their credit. And
if they later come to the Lord, those good things they did before hand are recorded to their account -
that they not come empty handed before the King.

When you get to that crisis point...

When | get to that point of needing to see His provision, | do very much the same as | did that day:
"Father, where is your provision? Your Word says all things that pertain to life and godliness have
already been provided, so | thank you for revealing your provision!"

The invitation of Isaiah 55 is to forsake our thoughts and ways, and return to His thoughts and ways.
That is a life-long process of learning to do just that. Each circumstance that catches us by surprise
requires us to stop at the decision point between falling back on the familiar ways and thoughts, or
taking a step of faith to think like He does and do what He does - to live in the realm of miracles. His
provision is there if we will seek Him in those situations.

We do this in part by calling to remembrance His record of coming through in our lives, and
remembering it has all been provided for us...whose ways will we follow, whose thoughts will we
think?

New subject next week, until then, blessings,
John Fenn
www.cwowi.org and email me at cwowi@aol.com
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