
God's secrets. What He keeps from us #1 - 20191102 
 
Hi all,  
It was the first time Barb made the statement we've since repeated several times. We were driving and 
reviewing hardships in life we've gone through over the years, not all of which were self-inflicted. She 
said:  
 
"When I get to heaven I'm going to have a whole (whooooolllllle) lot of questions for the Lord." 
 
We've even talked about whether everything will be explained all at once, or will we instantly know by 
divine download, or will He over time explain things to us as we remember things and questions 
arise?  
 
When our handicapped son, Chris, was about 20 he said the Lord told him, "He will walk through the 
mountains with me." From my vantage point as Chris' father, I assume some of the things talked about 
during that walk will be why Chris was born with the umbilical cord around his neck cutting off oxygen 
so that he was mentally about 4 years of age and needed a wheelchair all his adult life, and why He 
chose not to heal him - if things remain as they are now.  
 
I pray the Lord will answer those questions for him in a nice, long, walk that answers my son's 
questions he is sure to have once he is whole and in heaven. Barb and I may need one of those walks 
on the matter too, lol.  
 
Deuteronomy 29: 29 says this:  
"The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but those things revealed belong to us and our children 
forever, that we may do all the words of this law." 
 
The Hebrew word 'sathar' is translated 'secret', 'conceal', 'absent (knowledge)', 'hide' or 'to be 
undetected'.  
 
That God has secrets kept from us runs against human nature. From the creation when we were told 
to 'be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth', man has been exploring the unknown, trying to discover 
new things. It is frustrating enough when someone we know says they have a secret, but in this case 
the someone is God: "No. That's MY secret. You walk by faith."  
 
The fact Dt 29: 29 says there ARE secret things He keeps from us and then also tells us what is 
revealed to us is for the purpose of walking with God in obedience, should be our guide. Not every 
answer will be known this side of heaven. Not every problem can be solved. There are some things we 
just won't know this side of heaven. Rest in that. Cease from your efforts to beg, plead, cry, to God to 
get Him to tell you why. Rest. Trust. One day it will be known, but not this day.  
 
What IS revealed IS for us, and it is revealed that we may walk in obedience with Him. That is our 
focus, on the revealed things not on that which is hidden. Can you imagine what would happen if all of 
Christianity laid aside efforts to know what is secret in order to focus on the revealed, which is 
maturing in Christ. What that would be like? It sure would shut down a lot of Christian web sites, lol. 
Live in today. Plan, yes, we need to plan. But live in today.  
 
Here is a secret: No man knows the day nor hour, but my Father only. Matthew 24: 36 
Most of us accept that Jesus' return is a secret the Father is keeping from us because the return of the 
Lord is 'out there' in the future. But when it comes to our lives in the here and now, tragedies, 
illnesses, crisis' - we want to know 'why'. That's normal. That's natural. But He keeps things from us for 
reasons hidden within His heart.  
 
When I was 5 and asked where babies came from, I got a different answer to that question when I was 
12. I suspect not knowing things on this side protects us like 5 year olds until we are able to see the 
whole picture of those things on the other side in greater maturity.   
 
Unexpected death 
In Luke 12: 17-20 Jesus tells the story of the man who had earthly riches but was poor towards God. 
The man said to himself that he needed to build bigger barns, and he took great comfort in the savings 



he was laying up for himself. But God said in v20; "You fool. This night your life will be demanded of 
you..." But the timing of his demise was a secret God alone knew until it came upon the man. That 
was God's secret.  
 
Abraham, Sarah, Hagar 
In Genesis 15: 1-6 the Lord meets with Abraham and 'brings him forth abroad' to count the stars, 
stating that is how many his offspring will be. And God is emphatic, Abraham will have a son of his 
own body.  
 
What the Lord kept secret at that time, was that Sarah would be the mother. He didn't tell Abraham 
that bit of information in Genesis 15, choosing to keep it to Himself. The result was chapter 16, where 
Sarah is reasoning out that she is barren, God said Abraham would be the father, so obviously 
Abraham needed to make a baby with Hagar. It wasn't until the next chapter, 17, that the Lord 
revealed Sarah would be the mother.   
 
Why didn't He tell Abraham back in chapter 15 that not only would Abraham be the dad, but Sarah 
would be the mom? Couldn't the world have avoided a lot of conflict if Hagar had not gotten pregnant 
by Abraham? It was a secret to be revealed in His time. That's the nature of the holder of a secret, 
they can reveal it as they determine.  
 
This first of the series I'm just pointing out some of the secrets the Father keeps from us; next week, 
what is our part to play knowing there are secrets we aren't to yet know? Until then, blessings, 
John Fenn 
www.cwowi.org and email me at cwowi@aol.com 
 
 
God's Secrets #2, Judging God - 20191109 
 
Hi all, 
In Genesis 15 when the Lord revealed to Abraham he was going to be a father and his offspring would 
become as numerous as the stars he could see, the Lord kept secret the fact that Sarah would be the 
mother. For whatever reason it was His secret - for the time being.  
 
In the next chapter not knowing God's secret that Sarah would miraculously be the mother, Abraham 
and Sarah try to figure out how they can 'help' God's promise come to pass: He said Abraham would 
be the father. It was past the time of life for Sarah to conceive, so clearly they reasoned, they needed 
a surrogate mother to make a baby with Abraham. (Genesis 16:1-3) 
 
We can help God; Let's make a baby! 
Abraham submits to Sarah's request for him to make a baby with Hagar, which resulted in Ishmael the 
father of the Arab people. 
 
But in the next two chapters, 17 & 18, the Lord appears again and tells them that Sarah will indeed be 
the mother of the son of promise. He will bless and multiply Ishmael, but the promise is with Isaac. To 
this revelation they both laughed, resulting in the Lord naming the son Isaac, which means 'laughter'. 
(Genesis 17: 15-19; 18: 10-15) 
 
Somewhere between the time of them laughing at the Lord, and Isaac's conception, Abraham and 
Sarah had a change of heart. They made a judgement of God. Hebrews 11: 11 tells us of Sarah: 
"Through faith Sarah received strength (ability) to conceive and was delivered of a child when she was 
past age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised." Of Abraham: "...he was fully persuaded 
that what He had promised, He would do." Romans 4: 21 
 
We don't know why God originally kept secret from Abraham and Sarah that Sarah would be the 
mother of the son of promise. There is no chapter and verse in which God explains Himself. We can 
generally say it served His higher purpose, but in truth, we are ignorant as to all His reasons for 
keeping that a secret until after Ishmael was born. We can speculate, but we don't know why.  
 
God is God - but can we trust Him? 

http://www.cwowi.org/
mailto:cwowi@aol.com


He is God after all. He answers to no one. And that is what is hard to accept. We want to know all the 
answers. Now.  
 
At some point we each judge God. We of faith are like Sarah and judge Him faithful. We transition over 
time from questions and anger at events unexplained, to trust that all the answers will be there on the 
other side.  
 
We who know Him can generally work through these tragedies and unanswered questions over time, 
even years and decades because we know Him, and trust He will one day make it right. But arriving at 
trust is often a long process.  
We may struggle all our lives with unanswered questions - and that is okay, it is normal.  
 
Each of us, often several times in a day on less significant things, make judgements of God that He is 
faithful.  
 
We may think to ourselves of a cruel co-worker, "He will get his in the end". We may pray, "Lord I 
forgive them, but I still want you to hold them accountable." We may have questions why someone did 
something that has changed our life dramatically, or why something happened that also changed our 
lives, and we shrug our shoulders and say, "One day we'll know."  
 
All those and countless other expressions which express grudging acceptance of something we have 
no answer for, are judgments on God like Sarah made: He is faithful Who promised. He must be 
faithful. It is the only way to get through life, to believe, to trust the integrity of His character and nature 
to make all things right in the end. As one told me: "Heaven had better be really, really, good because 
I've sure been through hell on earth." 
 
Don't focus on the secret you'll never find the answer to this side of heaven: Focus on what 
you DO know 
When Jesus started speaking parables how He is the true manna from heaven and people had to eat 
His flesh and drinking His blood in John 6, those were hard to understand.  
 
Many disciples stopped following Him. At one point He turned to the 12 and asked, "Are you too going 
to leave?" 
 
Peter had seen all the Lord had done in terms of miracles and healings. He had seen the multiplication 
of bread and fish, and had heard all the teachings. If making a mental list of 'good things', those would 
be in that column.  
 
But in the other column was Jesus talking about how He was the true manna and how people had to 
eat His body and drink His blood to have eternal life, and with many people they knew walking away, 
there was peer pressure to also leave: The pressure of being associated with that weird teacher.  
 
Peter thought through both the understood and the confusing. He finally boiled it down to the essential 
core: "To whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life." (John 6: 50-68)  
 
At some point Peter judged God as Sarah had, as you and I must do. When life confuses us as Jesus' 
parable did above, we must cut through the confusion to what we DO know: You have the words of 
enteral life.  
 
Every time we don't know the answer, every time God keeps a secret from us to be revealed later, we 
must make the same judgment on Him that Sarah did, that Peter did: "To whom shall we go? You 
have the words of eternal life." Focus on what you DO know, not what you don't. Be thankful for what 
you know. Let the rest go until heaven.  
 
Closing it out next week, until then, blessings, 
John Fenn 
www.cwowi.org and email me at cwowi@aol.com 
 
 
God's Secrets #3, Why we know what we know - 20191116 
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Hi all, 
I started this series quoting Deuteronomy 29: 29: "The secret things belong to the Lord, but the things 
revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law." 
 
That means we may not know why our loved one died, but what is revealed is how to walk with Him 
through it.  
We may not know why x event happened, but what is revealed is how to walk with Him through it.  
We may not know why x person is against us, but what is revealed is how to walk with Him through it. 
 
In all things in life, what is revealed will lead us to walk with Him, to grow in Him, no matter what hits 
us.  
 
There are times, perhaps many times in life we feel like Tevye from Fiddler on the Roof, who said to 
God: "I know. I know. We are your chosen people. But once in a while, can't You choose someone 
else?" 
 
Coming to the end of ourselves 
Because there is a devil loose on the earth, and that earth is under the curse of sin, things are going to 
happen that are outside our knowledge and control. Bad things. Things that hurt us, things that 
bewilder and confuse us. Some of what we go through is self-inflicted. Some of what we go through is 
because someone we know did something that affected us greatly.  
 
Some of what happens to us is a mystery, a tragedy set in motion by someone we don't know or a 
mystery of nature. Many have been taught that our faith should prevent these unknown things from 
happening to us, and if they do happen, then something is wrong with us or our faith.  
 
Still others are taught if something happens to us we can rebuke the devil who is the cause of it in the 
first place and God will make it right. Or at least we can seek out someone who specializes in demonic 
or hidden things that explains the mystery to us. Many spend thousands of dollars a year going to this 
and that meeting looks for the one key, the one missing link to all things bad in their life.  
 
Up until now they are not known, and since the scripture says the Father won't hold back on what we 
do need to know, why are we fighting against God? Why not end our fleshly efforts and trust Him. Do 
what is right and we know to do in the natural, but end our fleshly efforts to manipulate Him into giving 
up what is a mystery to us, but a secret held in trust to Him?   
 
In the 1910's young girls were employed to paint radium based paint on watch faces so they would 
glow in the dark. They were encouraged to wet the brush to a fine point using their lips, which caused 
them to ingest a small amount of radioactive paint hundreds of times each day. They thought it was 
harmless. At that time people put radium in everything from lipstick to chocolate. People put radium 
saturated cloths on their backs and stomachs to rid the body of illness, and so much more. But about 
10 years later these young women who painted watch faces started to die. It took years before they 
discovered the lethal effects of too much radiation and linked it to illnesses.  
 
We are ignorant but think ourselves wise 
But until they discovered the link between radium and a myriad of illnesses, those illnesses were a 
mystery. Some blamed God, some blamed the devil, some thought someone had put a curse on them. 
Some asked why God allowed such a mystery illness to come upon their loved one. Some just didn't 
know and had to trust God.  
 
I wonder today what chemicals and chemical combinations we ingest that cause illnesses and 
conditions we are ignorant about? We are the same way: Some blame the devil, some blame God, 
some ask how a good God could allow their loved one to die. Some don't know and have to trust God. 
That will never change. We are puny humans who know little.  
 
For all our technology, only 5% of the ocean has been discovered. For all we know and have explored 
of the universe, we only know 4% of the universe. The other 96% is stuff scientists can't even see, 
know, or detect. And that 4% is a guess, for an infinite universe means we know so very little.  
 



So is it any surprise we don't yet know the effects of our synthetically made chemical world? The hot 
topic in the US now is the practice of 'vaping', and I've heard doctors say people who vape are 
laboratory guinea pigs because it is so new there are no studies of the effects of vaping. It will take 
decades to discover the effects of the practice.  
 
"...what is revealed is to us and our children that we may do all the words of this law."  
 
We should come a point that we end up simply trusting the Lord because He isn't sharing His secrets 
with us. That leaves us in the position as Paul noted: "We walk by faith, not by sight." (II Corinthians 
5:7) 
 
So why do we fight so hard against that which we cannot know? At what point do we accept that 
rebuking the devil didn't affect things. At what point do we stop investigating everything from demons 
to 'anointed' ministers who have specialized in this or that particular spiritual thing and just trust God, 
focus on growing in Him and doing what we know to do in the natural, trusting one day all will be 
revealed? 
 
At the end of his life Paul wrote Timothy in what was then a private letter between the two: "...I know in 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I've committed to Him 
until that day." II Timothy 1:12 
 
There were mysteries even Paul did not know. But what he did do was commit things and people and 
events in his life to the Lord for safe keeping until he got to heaven. He was persuaded that the Lord 
would keep these things safe in Him until that day. That isn't just faith, it is trust in the character and 
nature of our Lord and our Father.  
 
As Corrie ten Boom so famously said: "Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God." 
Amen sister! 
 
New subject next week, until then, blessings, 
John Fenn 
www.cwowi.org and email me at cwowi@aol.com 
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