
Do you know the Word or the Word? Standing on a verse scriptural? 1 of 3 - 20210109 
 
Hi all,  
Years ago a man emailed me asking for help: he knew the Word of God but he didn't know Jesus. He 
knew all about Him from scripture, he just didn't know Him personally. He believed, but didn't know. 
 
A woman emailed me saying the same thing. She had volumes of notes from some of the best Bible 
teachers in the world, journal entries, and notes in the margins of her Bible; She knew the Word but 
didn't know the Person.  
 
Like the man and woman above, when we talk of knowing 'the Word of God' we are talking about 
chapter and verse. "I know the Word backwards and forwards" one might say. Or "I'm in the Word 
everyday." But the New Testament we call 'the Word of God' did not come about until the year 367, 
and made official at Councils in 393 and 397 - about 300 years after the authors of the New 
Testament had died.  
  
That means the authors of the New Testament meant something altogether different when they spoke 
of 'the Word of God.' When they wrote of the Word of God they were talking about the person of 
Jesus. When we say the Word of God we mean ink on a page.   
 
When we have a problem we look to a chapter and verse that applies to our situation that we may 
'stand on the Word' because that what church culture and our pastors have told us to do for years. But 
for the first 300 years of the faith after Pentecost, if they had a problem they prayed to hear directly 
from the Person of the Word that they might stand on what He says to them. They didn't have the 
book of Ephesians or Romans to turn to chapter and verse. We think ink on the page is equal to a 
personal revelation of what He might say to us. It isn't.  
 
This is the proper way to go about it 
In Acts 13:46-47 Paul and Barnabas are opposed by unbelieving Jews, so Paul reveals something the 
person who is the Word of God, told him:  
 
"It was necessary the word of God (Jesus) first be spoken to you, but since you have judged 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, we turn to the Gentiles, for that is what the Lord has commanded 
us, saying: "I have set you as a light to the Gentiles* that you should bring salvation to the ends of the 
earth." *Isaiah 49:6 
 
Paul is quoting the last half of Isaiah 49:6 which is about the Messiah, yet Paul said the Lord had 
spoken it to them as well. Paul did not flip through the written pages to find a verse to stand on. He did 
not go into a his notes to see what verse would apply to their situation. He said the Lord, the true Word 
of God, spoke to him and highlighted a verse in the written word from Isaiah. That is what he was 
'standing on'; it was that personal word first and the verse the Lord told him second.   
 
We've been taught wrong 
Why then have we been taught to reverse that order? Why is it common to flip through the pages until 
we find a verse to 'stand on', without a clue whether the person of the Living Word actually 
agrees with that for our situation? The short answer is you have to actually know Him to get the 
answers first with a verse in the written Word as a confirmation. That so many Christians reverse the 
order, reciting or following a formula, rather than just asking Christ in them because they know Him, 
speaks volumes about the church experience.  
 
Faith comes by revelation - the Word - Noah didn't just decide to build a boat, he received a Word, a 
revelation, a grace instructing him to do so. Abraham didn't just decide to take a walk to the Promised 
Land and neither did Moses just decide to confront Pharaoh. Joshua didn't just come up with the idea 
of circling Jericho and neither did Gideon come up with the idea of 300 men and torches in clay pots. 
They were each told to take their respective actions by revelation - faith was their response to the 
revelation they had received. Their response to revelation was faith. Faith is not something you just 
decide to do, faith is always a response to a grace/revelation/Word.   
 
When a person just flips through the Word to find a verse to stand on without first having a personal 
revelation about what verse to stand on, they are in hope, not faith. Can the Lord highlight a verse for 



us? Absolutely. Faith would arise from that revelation, that grace. But to just say "I'm standing on this 
verse" without first having received revelation from the true person of the Word to do so, is hope, not 
faith.  
 
The difference between Bible and church culture 
We 'declare' and 'pronounce' without a thought as to what He wants. We 'stand' without first going to 
Him to see what verse He might highlight that pertains to our situation. We mistakenly think there is 
a singular power by quoting chapter and verse, but the power in the Word is in the Person who is the 
Word, not pen and ink. Many theologians have known chapter and verse of the Word are in hell 
because they didn't know the Word of God the Person. Remember, "It is the Spirit that gives life...the 
words that I speak to you are spirit and life*." The Christian life requires the Holy Spirit to give Life to 
the ink and paper we call the Word. *John 6:63 
 
Before 'standing' or picking a verse, spend time with Him to let Him speak to your heart with a fresh 
word, a fresh revelation. Then act on that, that is faith. Most people who say they are 'standing in faith' 
are actually 'standing in hope'. Hope is identified in scripture as being of the soul*; faith is born by first 
having a personal revelation from God on a subject. *Hebrews 6:19 
 
First go to Him for wisdom and let the true Word direct your steps toward healing, for example. It may 
be miraculous, it may be slowly, it may be a healing that involves repentance and changing 
eating habits. It may be to have that surgery, or it may even be 'your time to go home'. Too many hide 
behind their fears and call it faith, and that gets them nothing from the Lord because of they are lying 
to themselves. They are afraid but don't have the spiritual integrity to be honest before the Lord, and 
face perhaps a surgery or doctor's test they don't want because they fear what would be discovered in 
the tests. The point is whether for healing or direction like in the above case with Paul and Barnabas - 
be led by what the Word says, who may then direct you into the written Word.  
 
The proper order to live by is this: The Person who is the Word of God the Father can 'highlight' by 
the Spirit a verse He intends for you, where it is quickened to your heart, or 'jumps out' at you when 
you read it as being for you. That is the Living Word causing the written Word to be 'personalized' for 
your situation, as He did for Paul and Barnabas. He can also just give you wisdom or a word not found 
in the Word, like a knowing 'it will be okay'.  
 
We must shift our focus to seek and know the Living Word of God first and then chapter and verse 
Word of God as a compliment to our personal relationship with Him. Not the other way around. So do 
you know the Word, or the Word? More next week....until then, blessings, 
John Fenn 
www.cwowi.org and email me at cwowi@aol.com 
 
 
Do you know the Word or the Word? My own lesson in this. 2 of 3-20210116 
 
Hi all, 
Most of you know our oldest son, Chris, was born with the umbilical cord wrapped around his neck 
causing brain damage. Any brain injury occurring during labor or delivery is called 'cerebral palsy' (CP) 
- it is an injury not a sickness, nothing demonic, just an injury through lack of oxygen to the brain.  
 
When we first found out about the brain damage he was about 6 months old - We had just moved to 
the Boulder, Colorado area and found a pediatrician because Chris wasn't sitting up and moving like 
other 6 month olds. I'll never forget that phone call from Barb while I was at work. She was crying and 
sobbing trying to maintain control because the doctor had coldly told her Chris had CP: "Just put him 
in a home and forget you ever had him. There is nothing to suggest you can't have other children who 
would be normal, so just put him in a home. Forget you ever had this one and go on with your life 
and have more babies." He had the bedside manner of a frozen codfish, and it was devastating to us 
(we didn't go back).  
 
Of course we rejected his advice. That night after Chris' bath we sat on the bathroom floor on a fuzzy 
bathmat, and dried him in a fluffy towel and there, wrapped in that towel, we laid hands on him and 
commanded him to be healed in the name of Jesus. We commanded that he would fulfill his name, 

http://www.cwowi.org/
mailto:cwowi@aol.com


John (from the Hebrew 'God has been gracious') and Christopher, 'Christ bearer' or 'carrier of Christ'. 
That he would be a gracious witness for Christ in his life.  
 
Power in the written Word? 
We were zealous to only speak wholeness over him. When we put him to bed each night I would say, 
"By His stripes you were healed." from I Peter 2:24, usually quoting the whole verse. I had been 
trained to find a verse and stand on it. I had been taught the power of our words. I had been taught the 
power is in the written Word on the page. Just stand on the verse you choose, and having done all to 
stand, stand. That's what I was taught.  
 
One day in 1984 when I was more frustrated than ever, wondering what I was dong wrong because I 
saw no change in him, the Father spoke directly to me: "What verse are you standing on?" I replied, "I 
Peter 2:24." He replied: "What is it?" A bit shocked He was asking me to quote chapter and verse but 
without hesitation I said: "Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we being 
dead to sins, should live unto righteousness, by whose stripes you were healed."  
 
He responded: "Very well. Can you get your eyes off the manifestation and just believe the promise 
(and rest in that?)"  
 
That thought was new to me. I suddenly realized I had been looking for a sign of progress in every 
movement Chris made. Any sign of healing, any indication that things were changing, and tied that to 
speaking the scripture over him - more zealously and intensely and loudly and out of growing 
frustration than ever - oh when would we see some indication 'it was working'? I had been doing all my 
Bible teachers had said to do, but nothing had changed.  
 
With that revelation I responded, "Yes, I can do that. I'll get my eyes off the manifestation and just 
believe the promise." He simply said: "Very well. Rest in that." I've been at peace ever since, though I 
still want Chris healed just as much as ever. But I stopped linking my faith to looking for a change in 
his body. I just believe and have therefore ceased from my own works, to rest.  
 
Chris was about 4 or 5 when that exchange happened. And once he learned to talk and to this very 
day, when I put Chris to bed I say "By His stripes" and Chris completes the verse; "I was healed."  
 
As far as Chris goes, the Lord spoke to him when he was about 21 saying to him: "I'm going to walk 
through the mountains with you." and more. Chris was SO excited when the Lord told him that. So 
that's where he is - he says that when he gets to heaven; "No more wheelchair." And when he has 
seen children running on TV; "When I get to heaven, I'm going to run like that!" He is at peace and is a 
blessing to all around him. He is truly showing the graciousness of Christ in his life - though not in the 
way Barb and I intended that day when we laid hands on him at 6 months of age.  
 
Hebrews 1:1-3 - Jesus upholds all things by the Word of the Father's power 
"God the Father after He spoke long ago to the Fathers by the prophets in many portions and many 
ways, has in these last days spoken to us through His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things 
and through whom also He made the world. Who, is the radiance of His (Father's) glory, and the 
impressed image and exact representation of His (Father's) nature, and upholds all things by the Word 
of His (Father's) power. When He made purification of sins He sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty (Father) on high." 
 
Notice Jesus upholds all things by the word of the Father's power. The Father has the power. He is the 
Majesty. Jesus is His physical representation, the Father's Word to us. But the power resides in the 
Father.  
 
That Word from the Father became flesh and lived among us, John 1:14 says. Jesus is the manifested 
word of the Father's power. All Jesus is and does and did was and is flowing from the Father, the 
source of all good things. In John 5:19 and 30 Jesus said He did nothing and spoke nothing except 
what He had first seen and heard from the Father. Verse 20 continues: "For the Father loves the Son 
and shows Him all things that He is doing..."  
 
The Father is the power, which is why Jesus taught us to pray to the Father. "In that day (when I am 
gone from you) you will ask me nothing. But you will ask the Father in my name." John 16:23 



 
Anything written on the page we call 'the Word' flows from the person who is the Word from the 
Father. The ink and page can become life to us as the Spirit quickens revelation to us. So go to the 
Father, and see what His Word, Jesus, would say to you about what verse to stand on. Seek the 
Father and see what He or the Lord might say to you about your situation, what revelation, what peace 
or insight might the Father or Lord give you? THEN go to chapter and verse. Do you know the Word, 
or the Word?  
 
We'll close it out next week with who or what is the Sword of the Spirit? Until then, blessings, 
John Fenn 
www.cwowi.org and email me at cwowi@aol.com 
 
 
Do you know the Word or the Word? Revelation, then speak, 3 of 3 - 20210123 
 
Hi all, 
Back the late 1970's and into the 1980's a popular teaching was called 'name it claim it'. Today it is the 
same thing, but called 'decree & declare'. Both are based on speaking the written Word or godly things 
over one's life in the belief by speaking them they will either come to pass or form a hedge of 
protection against the enemy, or both.  
 
I shared last week that Jesus is the Word of the Father's power, the ink on the page is not the Father's 
power. If the power was in the ink on the page anyone who read even a single verse would be born 
again. If the power resided in the ink on the page every declaration would come to pass.  
 
But Jesus said, the Spirit gives life to His words*. Without the Spirit, they are just speaking words, 
often vain words because the Holy Spirit isn't involved in them. They are good things, don't get me 
wrong, and there is nothing wrong with reminding ourselves of godly things. But some use their 
declaration to get things, like a magic formula instead of first consulting with the person who is the 
Word to see if those things are for their situation. *John 6:63 
 
How faith arises in our hearts 
Romans 10:17 says "faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." The word for 'word' 
there is rhema, not logos. Rhema is used when God speaks a word to a person. The word logos is 
used to speak in general terms or the sum of words, for it is used in John 1:1: "In the beginning was 
the word (logos) and the word (logos) was with God and the word (logos) was God." That means 
Genesis through The Revelation is the logos, the general counsel of God. 
 
Out of the logos, the general counsel of God comes a rhema. Out of the vague comes the specific. 
The word rhema is used when God speaks directly to you, and that is what Romans 10:17 says 
produces faith - faith comes by hearing a rhema, a word directly from God to you - faith comes by that, 
not by the logos. When someone told you about Jesus and your heart stirred, and you realized you 
had to make a decision about Jesus - that stirring was the Father speaking to you, dealing with you, a 
rhema from Him to you.  
 
Faith does not come by reading 2 chapters of the Bible a day, nor memorizing a verse a day - all that 
is good, and it keeps our minds focused on the Lord and such, but faith the Bible says, comes when 
God speaks directly to you. If we walk with the Logos, Jesus, then He can speak a rhema to us. But 
we can't get the cart before the horse - our faith is based on Him, and we walk with Him that He may 
speak a rhema to us for our situation.  
 
Rabbit trail, but his can change your life 
In John 15:7 Jesus said, "If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, then you may ask what you 
will and it will be done for you."  
 
In English this appears to say if a person has enough chapter and verse in them they can reach a 
point that whatever prayer request they make will be answered. That's not what Jesus said. 
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Jesus used the word 'rhema' in this verse, not 'logos'. He literally said, "If you remain in me, and my 
words that I speak directly to you (rhema) remain in you, you may ask what you will (pertaining to that 
word I spoke to you), and it will be done for you."  
 
In other words - Noah received a rhema to build the boat, so he could ask anything he needed as it 
related to building that boat. Moses received a rhema to deliver Israel from Egypt, so he could ask 
anything he needed related to that rhema to do the task. Think of the times in your life you received a 
rhema - and that can come through a witness inside, a peace about going in a certain direction in life, 
and so on, that rhema isn't always verbal. But when you respond and asked according to that 
revelation, it all worked out in that.  
 
As Jesus said, the Spirit will guide and show and speak - only 1 of those 3 is verbal. Think to when 'it 
worked', and you'll find John 15:7 was true - we are to live like that not just have 'here and there' times 
when it worked - and it is a life-long process! 
 
The whole kingdom God flows by revelation from the Father, the greatest rhema and revelation is what 
Peter experienced in Matthew 16: "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God"...."blessed are you 
Simon son of Jonah, for flesh and blood didn't reveal this to you, but my Father in heaven."  
 
Paul got it right 
In Acts 13:44-48 Paul and Barnabas are telling the people Jewish people about Jesus. But soon they 
had a crowd that included Gentiles, so that nearly the whole city came out to hear what they had to 
say. Verse 45 says when the Jews saw the multitudes of Gentiles, they were moved with envy and 
tried to stop Paul and Barnabas. Paul responded:  
 
"It was necessary that the word of God should be first spoken to you, but since you have judged 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, look! We are going to the Gentiles! For this is what the Lord has 
commanded us saying, "I have set you as a light to the Gentiles, that you should be for salvation to the 
ends of the earth."  
 
That word, that rhema that the Lord spoke to Paul, is a quote from Isaiah 49:6 in a prophecy about 
Messiah. But Paul said the Lord spoke it to them as well. 
 
This is a pattern for us today - the Lord will quicken a verse, make a verse 'jump out' at us, cause us to 
find a verse and then our spirit leaps, or we hear directly a particular verse. Each of those are like Paul 
here, a rhema to us. Once Paul had received that rhema from the Lord, he knew what he needed to 
do.   
 
They did not first search for a verse to 'stand on'. They did not decree and declare their destiny or 
what they wanted. They did not find a verse and repeat it 100x and put it under their pillow and pray 
over it 7 days in a row and then return that verse to the apostles in Jerusalem with their best offering.  
 
They knew the Word, the Lord, so He could speak to them from the scripture a verse that was for them 
and their lives, and also for that situation.  
 
Let us know Him 
I think one reason so many first run to ink on the page for a 'word' to stand on, is because it is easy. 
Contributing to this is they've been taught that error so they think that is what God wants or that's the 
Biblical way. I've shown that is not the case at all. Let us focus on knowing the Living Word, the true 
Word of God, the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. Let us invest the time to include Him in our lives by 
conversational prayer. Talk to Him. Thank Him and the Father for things -look for things to be thankful 
for. Even if your world has fallen apart, find something to be grateful for. Give thanks and praise for 
the morning light, the happy coincidence during your day, and your home in the evening - and so 
much in between. Do you know the Word? Or just the Word on the page?  
 
New subject next week, blessings! 
John Fenn 
www.cwowi.org and email me at cwowi@aol.com 
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